《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – James》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 2
Temptations; trials suited to develop their character, and if rightly borne, to make them better. God does not afflict or expose his children to temptation because he takes pleasure in their distresses or exposures, but for their benefit, that they may be made wiser and better; and although no trials or exposures in themselves are joyous, but grievous, yet as they are the means when rightly improved of increasing holiness and usefulness, they should be received not only with submission, but with gratitude. 

Verse 3
The trying of your faith; that is, when the trial is rightly endured. 

Patience; in its usual scriptural sense of steadfast endurance. 

Verse 4
Have her perfect work; produce its full and appropriate effects, through your enduring to the end all the trials which God appoints to you. Matthew 24:13. 

Perfect and entire; complete in all parts of the Christian character. 

Verse 5
Lack wisdom; to feel and act rightly under all circumstances, especially in trials. 

To all; who ask according to God’s directions. All who have the Bible may be made wise to salvation, and be guided aright in all their concerns. If they are not, it is because they do not aright seek wisdom from the Lord, or knowing his will, do not obey it. 

Verse 6
In faith; in confidence that God will do as he has declared, and give to those who thus ask him the wisdom which they need. 

Nothing wavering; not doubting the truth of his declarations. 

Like a wave; not fixed or settled in purposes, plans, or efforts. 

Verse 8
Double-minded; one who halts between faith and unbelief. 

Verse 9
Of low degree; afflicted and depressed in his circumstances. 

Exalted; spiritually, by being made a partaker of the heavenly inheritance. 

Verse 10
The rich; in worldly possessions. 

Made low; spiritually, by being brought into a lowly and humble state of mind. The apostle exhibits, in this and the preceding verse, the two sides of Christian character which are appropriate to the two conditions of rich and poor. 

Verse 11
Fade away; earthly glory is transient; and a man may well rejoice in what leads him to feel this, and secure the glory which is abiding. Thus will the poor be kept from envying the rich, and the rich from glorying in their wealth and despising the poor. 

Verse 12
Endureth temptation; bears his trials with a right spirit. 

Verse 13
When he is tempted; to commit sin. 

Neither tempteth he any man; to commit sin: that is not God’s design in sending trials, or in any thing he does: what he does is designed to promote holiness and happiness. If men commit sin, or grow worse under any of his dealings, they pervert and abuse them; the fault is theirs, not his. There is that in men which may account for the evil they commit, without ascribing it to God; and as he never tempts any one to commit sin, no one, when so tempted, or if he does comply with it, should attempt to cast any of the blame on God. 

Verse 14
Of his own lust; his desire to obtain something which he cannot without doing wrong. 

Verse 15
Lust; the inward desire of the soul after forbidden objects, here considered as the parent of sinful deeds. 

Sin; in the life. 

Is finished; in its consequences. 

Death; eternal death, which is, to all who continue in sin, its proper result. 

Verse 16
Do not err; in the matter now under consideration, by thinking of God as if he could tempt to sin. 

Verse 17
Every good gift-is from above; God is the author of every thing in men which is good, and they are the authors of every thing in them which is evil. 

Verse 18
Begat he us; by the regeneration of our souls, and thus made us his spiritual children. 

With the word of truth; which is the instrument of his Spirit. 

A kind of first-fruits; the gospel was first preached to the Jews, and the primitive believers were, like the first sheaf offered at the sanctuary, the earnest of the ingathering of all nations to Christ. See Leviticus 23:9-14. As every thing good in men comes from God, and every thing evil from themselves, they should renounce self-dependence, and give God the glory of whatever good they enjoy. 

Verse 19
Wherefore; in consistency with your new character as God’s children. 

Swift to hear; the instructions which God gives him. 

Slow to speak; either by way of usurping the office of a teacher, chap James 3:1, or of censure, chap James 3:9-10. Both these faults proceed from pride, and are allied to sinful anger, which the apostle next forbids. 

Verse 21
All filthiness; of flesh and spirit, 2 Corinthians 7:1. 

Superfluity of naughtiness; malice in the heart flowing out in the life. 

The engrafted word; the word of divine truth engrafted-or, as some render, implanted-into your hearts, as a heavenly stock which is to bear fruits of righteousness. It is not engrafted in such a way that our freedom and responsibility in admitting or rejecting it are set aside: hence we are exhorted to receive it with meekness. Divine truth received in love and obeyed is efficacious in the salvation of men. 

Verse 24
He beholdeth; the gospel shows a man himself. 

Forgetteth; if a man does not obey the gospel, its impressions on him will be short. 

Verse 25
Looketh into; looketh closely into. The apostle means a practical looking, that is, connected with obedience. 

The perfect law of liberty; the gospel, which gives true freedom to the soul, and is a perfect rule of action. That it delivers the soul from the bondage of the Mosaic law is also true, but that is a view not discussed in the present epistle. 

Verse 26
Bridleth not his tongue; does not regulate it by the revealed will of God. 

Deceiveth his own heart; by thinking that he is pious, when he continues to cherish and indulge a slanderous spirit. 

Verse 27
Pure religion; he described religion by its fruits, and that on two sides: first, that of love and mercy; secondly, that of purity from worldly defilements. 

Fatherless and widows; these represent all objects of Christian compassion and kindness. 

From the world; from all the enticements to sin which the world offers. That religion which does not govern the tongue and make men beneficent and holy, is not the religion of Christ, and will not secure salvation. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Have not; hold not. 

The faith of our Lord Jesus Christ; his gospel considered as addressed to our faith. Compare Acts 6:7. 

With respect of persons; let not the outward condition of persons regulate your judgment of their character, or your treatment of them. The Lord Jesus Christ is the fountain of honor as well as blessedness; and those are the most honorable and happy who most resemble him, and are most faithful in his service. 

Verse 4
Judges of evil thoughts; under the influence of evil thoughts. It is wrong to judge of persons by outward appearances merely; and the manifestation of such a spirit does evil both to those who are guilty of it, and to others. 

Verse 5
Chosen the poor; to be his disciples more often than the rich. 

Verse 6
Do not rich men oppress you; unbelieving rich men: as much as to say, Why show such partiality to the rich? Are not they your chief persecutors? 

Verse 7
That worthy name; the name of Christ. 

Verse 8
The royal law; the law of love, called royal by way of preeminence. Compare Matthew 22:37-40. Real and ardent love is the best guide to a proper treatment of our fellow-men. 

Verse 9
Convinced of the law; shown by it to be transgressors. 

Verse 10
He is guilty; he as really violates the law, if he allows himself in one transgression, as if he committed many; and if he continues in it, he will as certainly be condemned. 

Verse 12
The law of liberty; see note to chap James 1:25. Obedience, if sincere, will be universal; and real love to God, or living faith in him, will lead men to have respect to all his commandments. Psalms 119:6. 

Verse 13
He-that hath showed no mercy; to others in distress, will have no mercy shown to him. 

Mercy rejoiceth; exults in the consciousness of its security against judgment; the judgment, namely, of the last day; for then the merciful man will not be condemned. Matthew 5:7. 

Verse 14
Can faith save him? that kind of faith which is inactive, dead, and never does good? No. 

Verse 16
Be ye warmed; to give words only, when deeds are due and in our power, is to offend God and wound our needy brother. 

Verse 17
Is dead; it is not the kind of faith which justifies the soul: that is, a living, operative faith, which works by love, purifies the heart, overcomes the world, and produces good works. 

Verse 19
Thou doest well; in believing that there is one God, thou believest the truth; but it will do you no good, any more than it does devils who believe the same, unless it lead you to obey him. 

Verse 20
Faith without works; is not the kind which Abraham had, and by which he was justified. His faith led him to obey God, even His most difficult and trying commands. Genesis 22:9; Genesis 22:12. Justifying faith produces good works; and if a man does not love to obey God and do good, he may conclude that he is not in a justified state. 

Verse 22
Made perfect; shown to be complete, of the right kind, by producing its appropriate fruit. 

Verse 23
The scripture was fulfilled; by the works which Abraham did. His works showed that he believed God in reality, as the Scriptures declared, with a living, and not merely a dead faith. 

Verse 24
Not by faith only; not by that faith which is alone, and never produces good works; but by good works a man is shown to have living faith, and to be in a justified state. 

Verse 25
By works; they proved that she had faith. Between the teaching of James in this chapter and that of Paul there is perfect agreement. When the question is, What is the ground of justification before God? Paul answers, Faith, and not the works of the law. But when the inquiry is as here, What kind of faith is acceptable to God? both answer, Not a dead faith, but "faith which worketh by love"; in other words, operates to produce good fruits through love, which is "the fulfilling of the law." Galatians 5:6; Romans 13:10. 

Verse 26
There is no contradiction between the meaning of the apostles James and Paul, with regard to justification. The case of Abraham exemplifies the doctrine of both. Paul treats of faith as justifying us before God: James treats of the fruit, or effects of faith. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Be not many masters; let not many aspire to be teachers or guides in religion; a sin which always abounds where men have the idea that an empty faith without the fruits of obedience is all that is necessary to salvation. 

We; who exercise the office of teachers. 

The greater condemnation; or, as the margin, the greater judgment. We shall be subjected to a severer trial; and if found wanting, to a greater punishment. Right views of the responsibility of religious teachers and guides, of the difficulties of their work, the strict account which they must render to God, and the awful ruin which will come on those who are unfaithful, tend effectually to prevent improper aspirations for power in the church. 

Verse 2
Offend all; we all offend in many things: of course, in the office of teaching also, where there is especial danger of our offending in word. This ought to deter us from forwardness in arrogating to ourselves this work. 

Offend not in word; as much as to say, Sins of word are so difficult to avoid that he who can keep himself from fault in this respect is a perfect man; one who has his appetites, passions, and all propensities of body and spirit, under wise control. 

Verse 4
Listeth; chooseth. 

Verse 5
As everlasting consequences depend upon the use of the tongue, all, and especially ministers of the gospel, should earnestly pray that they may always so speak as shall tend most to honor God and benefit their fellow-men. 

Verse 6
Is a fire; setting society in a blaze, like fire in dry matter. 

Defileth the whole body; when used in spreading moral pollution. 

The course of nature; produces universal destruction, like a general conflagration. 

It is set on fire of hell; instigated in its destructive courses by infernal spirits. The devil employs some men more than they are aware of; and things which they would start at, should they hear him utter them, they at his suggestion utter for him, and thus do his work and ripen to be companions with him and his angels. 

Verse 9
Bless we God; thus professing our love for him. 

Curse we men; thus showing that our profession of love towards God is empty and insincere. Compare 1 John 4:20. 

Made after the similitude of God; bear his image as rational and immortal beings, and ought therefore to be the objects of our love. 

Verse 11-12
The stream must answer to the fountain, the fruit to the tree. The heart that sends forth the bitter water of curses towards men, cannot have the good water of love towards God. Its professions of love and praise must be empty and worthless. 

Verse 13
Who is a wise man; would any man show his wisdom? Let him do it by eagerly assuming the office of a teacher, and occupying his tongue with words of contention and bitterness, but by showing out of a good life his good works with meekness of wisdom; with that meekness and gentleness which always belong to true wisdom. Knowledge and wisdom, discretion and meekness, a good understanding of the Scriptures, and a life conformed to their precepts, are essential requisites in ministers of the gospel and guides of the church. 

Verse 14
Glory not, and lie not against the truth; by falsely boasting of these as the fruits of true wisdom, which is to slander God’s truth. 

Verse 15
This wisdom; that which is envious, quarrelsome, and leads to contention. 

Verse 17
Pure; in its nature, and in its effects on the person himself and on others. All who are guided by heavenly wisdom will manifest a heavenly spirit; and none have reason to expect acceptance with Christ any further than they have evidence of likeness to him in their temper and conduct. 

Verse 18
The fruit of righteousness; that spirit which righteousness produces, leads peaceable men in a peaceable way to disseminate such views as tend to promote peace with God and peace with one another; thus bringing glory to God in the highest, and proclaiming peace on earth, goodwill to men. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
A large part of this and the following chapter is addressed to that portion of the Jewish Christian community who had departed from "the doctrine that is according to godliness," and become conformed, in their spirit and conduct, to the exceedingly corrupt and turbulent mass of unbelieving Jews among whom they lived. 

Wars and fightings; contentions and quarrels, from those of individuals and neighborhoods, to those of provinces and states. The age in which the apostle wrote was one of the most turbulent and seditious on record; and the unworthy members of the Christian community here addressed did not escape its defilements. 

That war in your members; have their seat in your members, and impel you to fight and war for their gratification. Compare Romans 7:23. 

Verse 2
Have not; real satisfying enjoyment, because you do not seek it in the right things or in the right way. Wars are the fruit of human wickedness. Let all men be at peace with God, and obey the command, "Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them," and wars will cease. 

Verse 3
Receive not; because you do not ask of God with a right spirit, or for the right end. You seek to gratify yourselves; whereas you should seek to glorify God and do good to men. 

Verse 4
Ye adulterers and adulteresses; the sin of adultery stands here as the embodiment of all the fleshly lusts in which these unworthy professors of Christianity indulged. The same sin is charged by the apostles Peter and Jude upon the false teachers and their followers, 2 Peter 2:10; 2 Peter 2:14; 2 Peter 2:18; Judges 1:4; Judges 1:7-8. 

The world; the men of the world, with all the worldly objects to which they devote themselves, "the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life." Compare 1 John 2:15-16. 

Verse 5
In vain; without any urgent necessity of warning us. 

The spirit that dwelleth in us; the human spirit that belongs to us as a fallen sinful race. 

Lusteth to envy; to the exciting of envious desires. It is the constant doctrine of the Old Testament, that men naturally desire what others have, and that this spirit in the form of envy, jealousy, and covetousness, produces immense evil. Ecclesiastes 4:4; Job 5:2; Proverbs 14:30; Proverbs 27:4; Genesis 26:14; Genesis 30:1; Genesis 37:11; Psalms 73:3; Psalms 106:16. The conduct of men in all ages has shown this doctrine to be true. You therefore ought to take warning, and earnestly strive against its power. Some prefer to read this passage as two questions, thus: "Do ye think that the scripture speaketh in vain? Doth the Spirit that hath dwelt in us"-the Holy Spirit whom God has given to dwell in our hearts-"lust to envy?"-excite lusts that lead to envy? 

Verse 6
He; God; or, according to the second of the above interpretations, the Holy Spirit. 

Giveth more grace; to those who humbly seek him, to overcome this evil propensity. 

Resisteth the proud; repels those who come in pride and self-sufficiency, trusting in themselves and despising others. 

Verse 7
Submit-to God; be resigned to his will, be content with the allotments of his providence, and lay aside all envious desires. 

Resist the devil; by refusing to do wrong, for the accomplishment of any object. The devil is a living and busy agent, exciting and increasing human wickedness, tempting men to envy, violence, and fraud. But he may be, and he ought to be effectually resisted, by refusing to comply with his temptations. 

Verse 8
Draw nigh to God; in prayer for all needed wisdom and strength to resist temptation and to persevere, whatever be the consequences, in doing right. 

He will draw nigh to you; to sustain, comfort, and provide for you. 

Cleanse your hands-purify your hearts; be outwardly and inwardly pure. 

Double-minded; those who are drawn different ways by conscience and passion, and are halting between two opinions. 

Verse 9
Be afflicted; in view of your sins, and the judgments of God that are hanging over you. See note to chap James 5:1. 

Verse 10
Humble yourselves; instead of fighting and warring for worldly emoluments, honor, and pleasure, commit yourselves quietly to God, and he shall lift you up to true honor in his own time and way. 

Verse 11
Judgeth the law; he practically condemns it. It is the royal law of love which the apostle has specially in mind, which forbids slander, and every thing else that can injure our neighbor. 

Verse 12
One lawgiver; Jesus Christ, and only one. All therefore are bound to yield cheerful, prompt, unwavering obedience to him. 

Who are thou; frail, sinful, dying man, that thou usurpest the place of Christ, and pronouncest sentence of condemnation on his servants, when thou must thyself soon stand before him in judgment and be treated for eternity according to thy works? Christ is the only rightful Lord and Lawgiver of his church. His disciples are all brethren; and when any one undertakes to lord it over others, he rebels against Christ, and exposes himself to be destroyed. 

Verse 13-14
A year-the morrow; all our plans should be made in view of the uncertainty of human life. 

Verse 15
Ye ought; to feel your dependence on God for the continuance of life and for every blessing, and to act accordingly. In forming plans for the future, we should never forget our dependence on God, or neglect to seek his guidance and blessing. 

Verse 16
In your boastings; of what great things you will do, as if you were able of yourselves to accomplish your plans. 

Is evil; because it is treating God and yourselves contrary to truth. 

Verse 17
It is sin; because it is neglect of known duty. Knowledge of duty increases obligation to perform it; and the neglect of known duty is sin. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Ye rich men; for the class of persons addressed. 

That shall come upon you; on account of your sins, especially the wicked manner in which you have obtained and used riches. There is a reference here and in verses James 5:3; James 5:5, to the awful calamity that was about to come upon the Jewish people, and in which these rich men would be involved in common with the rest of their country-men. But this is not the full meaning of the words. That judgment shadowed forth the more dreadful retributions that shall overtake all sinners at the last day. 

Verse 2
Are corrupted; riches in those days consisted much in large quantities of grain and clothing, which were liable to become worthless by decay. 

Verse 3
Cankered; from having been hoarded up, instead of being used. 

Eat your flesh; the same rust that bears witness against them shall consume them as fire; that is, shall bring upon them the consuming judgments of God. 

Treasure; of ill-gotten wealth. 

For the last days; more literally, in the last days; when the vengeance of God is ready to fall upon you. See note to verse Hebrews 5:1. Riches bring with them great responsibilities; and to hoard them, instead of using them in doing good, is a great sin, and one which draws down upon their possessor the judgments of heaven. 

Verse 4
Crieth; to God for vengeance. 

The Lord of sabbath; the God of hosts; the Almighty. Persons who work for others have a righteous claim to full compensation; and the withholding of it from them is fraud, which will be visited with divine indignation. 

Verse 5
Nourished your hearts; made them fat by luxurious living. Fat is said to have no feeling, and the luxurious have few sympathies. 

As in a day of slaughter; he compares them to beasts that feed to excess on the very day of slaughter. See note to verse Hebrews 5:1. 

Verse 6
He doth not resist you; after the example of his Lord, he commits his cause to God, knowing that He will execute judgment in his behalf. Compare 1 Peter 2:23. With these words the apostle passes from the false professors of Christianity, whose sins he has been rebuking, to the truly humble and godly in Christ, whom he exhorts to patience under the trials that they are enduring. 

Verse 8
Stablish your hearts; in the faith and practice of the gospel. 

The coming of the Lord; for the deliverance of his friends and the destruction of his enemies. The giving of directions by God to his people, as to the manifestation of a Christian spirit under wrongs, was not designed to justify or excuse those who wronged them, but to show the excellence of the Christian religion, and to increase the graces and promote the happiness of believers. 

Verse 9
Grudge not one against another; the apostle here rebukes that murmuring and complaining spirit between brethren which has its root in worldly lust and envy. 

The Judge; who will punish all sin, and render to all their just reward. 

Verse 11
The patience of Job; his endurance of trials. 

The end of the Lord; the happy end to which he brought Job’s sufferings. Job 42:10; Job 42:12. 

Verse 12
Swear not; in ordinary conversation. 

Let your yea, be yea; and your nay, nay; let your yea and nay be steadfast and reliable, so that they shall need no oath to support them. Profaneness is a great sin, every form of which should be carefully avoided by all, and especially by professors of religion. 

Verse 14
The elders of the church; who in the days of the apostles were often endued with miraculous powers. 

Anointing him with oil; as was customary among the Jews. Mark 6:13. 

In the name of the Lord; Acts 3:6; Acts 3:16. The appeal of popish priests to the directions here given for the healing of the sick, to justify them in anointing with oil those who are expected to die, or administering what they call extreme unction, is a gross perversion; and it is only by perverting the scriptures, that they can gain even a seeming support for their practice. 

Verse 15
They shall be forgiven him; on his being penitent, and exercising faith in Christ. 

Verse 16
One to another; where you have injured one another. 

Be healed; that the calamities which your sins have occasioned may be removed. 

Effectual; sincere, earnest, believing. 

Availeth much; has great influence in procuring blessings from God. Interpreting this verse as if it said, Confess your sins to the priest, is another gross perversion of scripture, which, when the Bible shall be read by all, will be seen. It is not strange, therefore, that the pope warns his people against reading it and judging of its meaning; because when they do, they will see that it condemns him. 

Verse 17
Elias; Elijah. 1 Kings 17:1; 1 Kings 18:42-45. 

Subject to like passions as we are; as much as to say, Do not think of Elias as some superhuman being, whose prevalent intercession with God you are forbidden to imitate. He was a fellow-man with you, and a sharer with you of all the infirmities of human nature. 

Verse 18
Prayer, humble, believing, earnest, and persevering, has great influence with God, and is the means of procuring unspeakable blessings for men. All should therefore pray for whatever they need, in the name of Christ the one only Mediator; confessing their sins, not to the priest, but to God, who alone has power to forgive them, and thanking him for his mercies. 

Verse 19
Err from the truth; depart from the faith and practice of the gospel. 

Convert him; turn him from his error to the belief and practice of truth and duty. Brethren in Christ who turn aside from the path of truth and duty, must be brought into it again, or they will perish; and he who, from love to Christ and to them, is instrumental in doing this, and thus saving their souls from death and hiding a multitude of sins, will be hailed by them as an everlasting benefactor, and with them bless God for ever and ever. 

Verse 20
Hide a multitude of sins; cover them, by leading the person who has committed them to obtain, through repentance and faith in Christ, forgiveness of them. Compare Psalms 32:1; "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered." 

